Jabberwocky 


Lesson 1


Subject 	English





Topic	Basic word-types





Key Stage/Year Group 	Key Stage 3- Year 7





National Curriculum links 	En2 (Reading) �(1f) to read and appreciate the scope of complete poems; �(1g) to understand how language is used in imaginative, original and diverse ways; (6) to draw on their knowledge of grammar to develop their understanding of texts and how language works.


En3 (Writing) �(1h) present material clearly, using appropriate layout and organisation; �(7a) word classes or parts of speech and their grammatical function; �(7e) the use of appropriate grammatical terminology.





Scheme of Work links 	First of two lessons on Jabberwocky. Could also form part of larger Scheme of Work on: (a) Monsters (b) Poetry (c) Grammar





Duration 	One hour





In this lesson pupils will: 	(a) revise their knowledge of noun, verb and adjective; 


(b) read and discuss the poem Jabberwocky; 


(c) identify words as nouns, verbs or adjectives using spelling and position in a sentence; 


(d) suggest reasonable translations for nonsense-words using the evidence of syntax and spelling.





Learning Objectives	Pupils should learn: 


(a) that the meanings of words are collectively agreed by the�society which uses them;�(b) that the definitions of words can be partly derived from their�spelling and position in a sentence;�(c) that nouns, verbs and adjectives follow certain rules�regarding their position in a sentence.





Resources required	Copy of Jabberwocky by Lewis Carroll (accompanying file: Jabberwocky.doc)�(Photocopied worksheet for each pupil so they can write on it).�Lists of five words for pupils to find definitions.�Dictionaries.





Learning activity	Starter activity (10 minutes)�List of five words (one list per pair of pupils) for which they must find definitions, using the dictionary or their general knowledge.�Words should include two Standard English words; two slang/dialect words; and one nonsense word (from Carroll).


�Example: 


(1) pinnacle�(2) naff (or similar slang word)�(3) gregarious�(4) frumious�(5) ginnel (or similar local dialect word)�(ginnel, meaning an alleyway between two houses, will only work in certain�parts of northern England!)�Check pupils' definitions of the words by class question and answer.��Discussion (10 minutes)�How did we find out what the words meant?�What did you do if the word was not in the dictionary?�Why are some words not in the dictionary?��Points to draw out of discussion�Dictionary as one source of definitions.�Slang and dialect words and why they might not apear.�Context or usage as another source of definitions.�Impossibility of definition where there is no evidence of context or usage.�All words and their definitions have been invented and defined at some point, either individually or (more usually) collectively.�What can we do if we come across a word that we do not recognise, or is not in the dictionary?��Stimulus Text (10 minutes)�Introduce Jabberwocky by giving as much background about Alice in Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass as appropriate.�Read the poem aloud while pupils follow it on the worksheets.�What is the poem about?�Establish rough outline of the events narrated.�What is strange or unusual about this poem?�(Presence of words that are not in the dictionary).�Explain Carroll's use of “nonsense words".��Language Analysis (15 minutes)�How is it that we were able to agree the story of the poem even though there are so many words for which we do not know the meaning?�(We assigned some meaning to the words).�How did we assign meaning to the words?�Example: slithy.�Which other English words could we substitute for this?�(Initial suggestions will be "slimy" or "slippery").�Encourage pupils to see that "old", "happy" or "red" are equally acceptable alternatives.��Which words could be substituted for "slithy" (examples)? 	old red happy�Which words could not be substituted (examples)? 		if was running��What name can we give to the category of words which could be substituted for "slithy"?�(They are all adjectives).�Revise definition and example of adectives.�Explain to pupils what they have done: they have identified a word as an adjective without knowing what the word meant.�How did we guess that "slithy" might be an adjective?�(1) The spelling of the word (ends in -y). �Other examples of adjectives following this rule?�(2) The position of the word in the sentence (precedes the noun). Other examples?�So spelling and grammar can help us to decide what a word might mean.�Repeat the process for: �nouns 	toves (follows adjective/ends in -s for plural).�verbs 	galumphing (follows "went"/ends in -ing).��Activity (10 minutes)�Make a chart with three columns.�Head the columns "Nonsense word"; "Word type"; and "Alternative".�In the first column list the following words from Jabberwocky.�mome 	raths 	gyre 	gimble 		vorpal�manxome 	whiffling 	beamish 	borogoves 	uffish�In the second column write which types of word you think this is (noun/verb/adjective).�In the third column write a word which could be substituted for it.�When you have finished, compare your answers with a partner.�Explain that different choices in the third column are good, but a different choice in the second column means you should talk to your partner about the difference.��Plenary (5 minutes)�What kind of words have we thought about today? (noun/verb/adjective)�How have we used spelling to help us recognise which type of words they are?�(Introduce technical term morphology if appropriate).�How have we used position in the sentence to help us recognise the types of words?�(Introduce technical term syntax if appropriate).�Can anybody think of a simple rule which we could write down (in one line) for how to recognise a noun in a sentence? (Repeat for verbs/adjectives).�Next lesson we will use our knowledge of grammar to make Jabberwocky easier to read.�


Learning outcomes	Learning is demonstrated by the three-column charts produced by pupils, which can be marked in class (peer-marking) or retrospectively by the teacher.�Oral responses given by pupils also demonstrate their understanding of the concepts and their application.�


Extension work 	(homework/library work)�Find a copy of Alice Through the Looking Glass and read the poem Jabberwocky in the first chapter. Later in the book, Alice asks Humpty Dumpty for some help understanding the poem. Find this chapter and read the advice Humpty Dumpty gives to Alice (also provided as second sheet in file Jabberwocky.doc).�Which words does Humpty Dumpty translate, and do you agree with him?�What is a portmanteau word and which words in Jabberwocky are portmanteau words?�


Special needs	SEN/Less able�Less able pupils can be paired with more able pupils for the paired activity (charting the three columns). Instead of making all three columns, less able pupils can be asked to take six nonsense words in the first stanza, and suggest three alternatives for each.�slithy (slimy/happy/silly); toves (toads/lions/elephants); gyre (jump/fall/run);�gimble (splash/tumble/skip); mome (sad/frightening/old); raths (rats/snakes/owls).�They can then substitute their words for the nonsense words and see if the stanza still makes sense when it is read.


�More able�More able pupils can be encouraged to identify the nonsense-words in the poem which are not nouns, verbs or adjectives (Callooh, Callay, snicker-snack) and try to categorise them. 


�
Jabberwocky 


Lesson 2


Subject 	English





Topic 	Basic word-types





Key Stage/Year Group 	Key Stage 3 - Year 7�


National Curriculum links 	En2 (Reading) �(1f) to read and appreciate the scope of complete poems; �(1g) to understand how language is used in imaginative, original and diverse ways; (6) to draw on their knowledge of grammar to develop their understanding of texts and how language works. 


En3 (Writing) �(1h) present material clearly, using appropriate layout and organisation; �(7a) word classes or parts of speech and their grammatical function; �(7e) the use of appropriate grammatical terminology.





Scheme of Work links:	Second of two lessons on "Jabberwocky". Could also form part of larger Scheme of Work on: (a) Monsters (b) Poetry (c) Introduction to Grammar





Duration 	One hour





In this lesson pupils will: 	(a) revise their knowledge of noun, verb and adjective; (b) continue to read/discuss the poem "Jabberwocky"; (c) produce new versions of "Jabberwocky" substituting Standard English words for nonsense-words.





In this lesson pupils may: 	Use ICT skills to manipulate the poem and present alternative versions.�


Learning Objectives	Pupils should learn: (a) that the definitions of words can be partly derived from their spelling and position in a sentence;�(b) that nouns, verbs and adjectives follow certain rules�regarding their position in a sentence;�(c) that those rules can be formulated and explained, and will�apply to any situation where those words are used.�


Resources required 	Copy of "Jabberwocky" by Lewis Carroll (as used for Lesson 1 – provided as Jabberwocky.doc)�(Worksheet for each pupil so they can write on it).�Paper for poster versions of "Jabberwocky".�Dictionaries.�


Learning activity	Starter activity (10 minutes)�Write sentence on board/show on OHP: �My doctor's cat is a (blank) cat.�Who can think of an word beginning with A to go into the gap?�From the pupil who thinks of it, go to the next pupil and so on round the room. Each must think of an word beginning with the next letter of the alphabet and say the sentence (usually omit X).�My doctor's cat is an arrogant cat.�My doctor's cat is a black cat.�Quick gap-fillers:�arrogant 	frivolous 	knowledgeable 	perfect 		unreasonable�black 	gentle 	lovely 		quiet 		vindictive�clever 	hideous 	monstrous 	responsible 	warlike�devious 	intelligent new 		stupid 		yellow�envious 	jealous 	obnoxious 	taciturn 		zealous��Discussion (5 minutes)�All games have rules, and that game had two rules.�Each word had to begin with the next letter of the alphabet.�Each word had to fit into a particular gap in a sentence.�In fact, there was only one type of word that could go into that gap: what is it?�(An adjective: revise definition of adjective).�Last lesson we saw how knowing where words go in a sentence helps us to know what type of word it is, and what it might mean.�(Revise technical terms syntax and morphology as appropriate for the class).��Stimulus Text (10 minutes)�Re-introduce Jabberwocky, filling in as much background about Alice in Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass as appropriate.�Read the poem again while pupils follow it on the worksheets.�What did we decide the poem is about?�There are lots of nonsense-words: how did we start to make some sense of them?�(Revise work done in previous lesson).��Activity (20 minutes)�Imagine you have to produce a poster-version of Jabberwocky for somebody who is learning English, and who will not know which are nonsense-words.�Copy out the poem carefully as a poster.�Mark the following nonsense-words and colour-code them (nouns/verbs/adjectives).��brillig 	slithy 	toves 		gyre�gimble 	mimsy 	borogoves 	mome�raths 	outgrabe 	frumious 		vorpal�manxome 	uffish 	whiffling 		burbled�galumphing 	beamish 	frabjous 		tulgey��Round the border, draw arrows to each word and attach an explanation of what type of word it is, and which words might be used as alternatives. These "translated" versions can be used for classroom display.��ICT Extension (using accompanying file, Jabberwocky.doc)�Word processor can be used to produce these versions of the poem.�Cut and paste techniques can then be used to produce different versions of the poem from the same template, substituting different words for the nonsense-words to produce various "translations" of the original poem.��Plenary (10 minutes)�Encourage some pupils to read their versions of the poem.�Do they make sense with new (Standard English) words substituted?�What kind of words have we selected and substituted in the poem? (noun/verb/adjective)�There are some words in the poem which you were not asked to explain, but which are nonsense-words. That is because they are not nouns, verbs or adjectives.�Which words are they, and which types are they?�Jabberwock, Tumtum tree, Jubjub bird, Bandersnatch (proper nouns).�Snicker-snack, Callooh, Callay (interjections).�


Homework/Extension task setting (5 minutes)�Set homework/extension task/s as below, using either task, both tasks, or differentiate tasks for different pupils.�


Learning outcomes	Learning is demonstrated by the charts and new versions of the poem produced by pupils, which can be marked retrospectively by the teacher.�Oral responses given by pupils also demonstrate their understanding of the concepts and their application.


Extension work (homework)	(1) Creative: write a sequel poem, "Jabberwocky II" telling of the youth's encounter with the JubJub Bird or the Bandersnatch. Format: six stanzas, four lines each, limited to one nonsense-word per line.��(2) Analytical: write an instruction manual for a person learning English, explaining how they could recognise a noun, a verb or an adjective, from its spelling and from its position in a sentence.�


Special needs	SEN/Less able�Less able pupils, instead of producing a poster explaining the nonsense words, can produce a display/poster version of the poem, substituting their own words for words highlighted by the teacher, to create a Standard English version of the poem.��More able�More able pupils can be asked to identify and find the meaning of the archaic words in the poem (shun, sought, foe, hast, slain). They might also be asked why Carroll chooses to use such archaic words and what the effect is on the poem. 
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