Using the Internet as a resource for English teaching

Tom Rank

This document gives a few useful sites and attempts to provide a little guidance on how to make a start in using the Internet, with some examples of how the resources could be used in the classroom. You’ll be referred to some additional documents which should accompany this one.

Some jargon

You can’t really avoid some jargon in the world of ICT. Here are a few essential words in order of importance:

· Browser – the application used to search and display pages on the Internet, so called because users often “browse” the Internet in the same way as they browse in a bookshop or library. You are probably familiar with Microsoft’s Internet Explorer (sometime just called “IE”); Netscape Navigator (or “Netscape”) is another, slightly less popularm, browser. Confusingly, you will also be using Microsoft’s Windows Explorer to find your way around your computer and network.

· Bookmarks or Favourites – Internet addresses stored in a list so that you can easily find the same places again. Internet Explorer calls these “Favorites” (US software, US spelling), Netscape uses the word “Bookmarks”, and the term “hotlist” is also sometimes used. It’s easy to add a page you want to remember - simply click on the ‘add’ button in the Favorites menu in your browser. You can then pull down the list and click on the name to visit the page again whenever you want. Soon you’ll want to organise your list – but that’s moving beyond the scope of this document

· URL – Uniform Resource Locator – the unique address of a file (page, etc, such as www.google.co.uk) on the Internet (the World Wide Web is actually only part of the Internet) – often, and more helpfully, called a “Web address”. You’ll soon recognise the style: they often begin http://www… or just www… - but not always!

Getting started

It will be easiest if you can load this document (Using_Internet.doc) on a computer with access to the Internet, as you can then simply click on the appropriate blue underlined hyperlink. Microsoft Word will open the Web page for you (its address, or URL, is embedded in the link). 

Finding text online

The Internet Public Library, Shakespeare Bookshelf

This is an easy to use online library: 

http://www.ipl.org/reading/shakespeare/shakespeare.html 

Using an extract – copy and paste

Locate the play and scene you want and open the page, then copy and paste the text into a word processor document. Here’s how to do it:

· Select the text by dragging with your mouse so that the text is reversed (normally white on blue or black)

· Copy the text: Edit menu –> Copy or just press the Control key and C at the same time

· Paste the text into a new word processor document with Edit –> Paste or press the Control key and V at the same time

· Remember this sequence – it works to copy and paste text to and from almost all applications. You can even copy a Web page address from the box at the top of the browser straight into a Word document or an email.

· You could use the text you have now acquired in one of the ways mentioned in the documents listed below; if you haven’t been able to obtain your own, use Macbeth_scene.doc as a starting point.

For some more ideas on how to use text taken from the Web, see these documents:

· Text_ideas_Macbeth.doc 
This article by Chris Warren originally appeared in The Secondary English Magazine.
· Macbeth_scene.doc 
A speech to use with the collapsed text idea in the article, or with text mapping (see below), and on the next page the same speech in a table, ready for you/students to add comments and notes in the columns on either side – for example, you could have good and bad angels whispering in his ears, in the manner of a morality play.

· Macbethq.doc
A “quarry” of words created with the collapsed text method – ask students (before reading the speech) to create a short poems using these words and then discuss the mood, emphasis, etc, of the results. Could also be used a kind of memory test afterwards, of course!

· WA_text_map.doc
An example of text mapping from the opening of Hardy’s The Withered Arm. The beauty of this approach is that you can specify any features you want them to concentrate on – or, even better, leave them to do the mapping and explanation themselves.

Searching online

I’d suggest you start with:

Google – http://www.google.co.uk/. Google seems particularly clever at seeking out obscure sites dedicated to specific authors. You can restrict your search to UK sites if you wish – this can make the results less daunting!

AltaVista - http://altavista.com - is another very useful site.

Remember to enclose any phrases in inverted commas if you want to search for the whole phrase (eg: “I wandered lonely as a cloud”) – otherwise the search engine will look for all and any of the words you’ve used, which could give you millions of pages!

For more guidance on searching the Internet, see this page on the English Online free tour: http://www.englishonline.co.uk/englishnon/search/search_web.html 

Finding pictures online

AltaVista Image Search - http://altavista.com - is possibly the best image search engine on the Web. Simply click on "Images" on the row of buttons at the top of the page. It has a very useful option of a family filter, which you can switch on or off. If the filter is on then it attempts to avoid images whose content might be questionable.

Google image search - http://images.google.com 

The Google site also offers an image search facility. This has a “mature content filter” which operates in a similar way to AltaVista's family filter.

Storing your pictures

Once you’ve found a picture, you’ll want to save it so that you can use it later. Here’s a simple way of doing this:

· Move the mouse pointer over the picture.

· Click with the right mouse button over the image and a menu should pop up

· Select the option “Save image as…” or “Save picture as…” and the usual Windows save window will appear. 

· Use the buttons at the top of this window to move to the folder where you want to store the picture.

· Windows will probably have given the picture a name but you may wish to change this to something more meaningful; you should not need to change the entry in the “save as type” entry in the lower box.

Organising your resources

· Once you have collected or created more than a few documents and pictures you need to organise them into a system that enable to find what you want next time – even if you’ve forgotten where you put them!

· As with your physical folders of lesson notes, etc, decide on simple but intelligible names for the folders on your hard drive and subdivide them once the window becomes too crowded for comfort. Using the Windows filing system is a topic for another document, but in brief, here’s an outline. 

· Where you want to create a new folder, right click over an empty space and you should see a menu starting with “View”. Move down to “New…” and click on that, then select “Folder”.

· A new folder symbol will appear with the name highlighted as “New Folder” – type in your name (say “Year 7”).

· Once you’ve created a folder you can subdivide it – for example, Year 7 could have folders for Poetry, Novels, Literacy, etc.

· You can also change the name of a folder or a file – select the folder or file, right click and choose “Rename” (second from the bottom of the list).

Some official sites you might find useful

Department for Education and Skills - http://www.dfes.gov.uk/ 

Government documents and links to numerous other official sites for teachers, such as the Virtual Teacher Centre.

QCA - Home Page-  http://www.qca.org.uk/index.asp
The place to find information on topics such as Key Stage 3 Tests, Curriculum 2000, etc.

Standards Site: this has a number of useful documents, for example for the NLS Framework such as the NLS KS3 spelling bank: http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/keystage3/strands/english
National Curriculum - http://www.nc.uk.net/ 

Download the English National Curriculum to use in your own documents.

Lesson resources online

Teachit's English Teaching Resources - http://www.teachit.co.uk/
A vast hoard of free resources; they can only be downloaded and printed and not modified by you - but it’s still an invaluable resource. 

English Online free lesson plans - http://www.englishonline.co.uk/englishnon/sf/lessons/index.html - about 50 lessons to download and adapt. Try the lesson on Jabberwocky; there’s a copy of the poem you can print out, complete with Humpty Dumpty’s comments – and you can manipulate the file to fit how you might want to teach the poem. The notes provide an outline of two lessons looking at word types, etc. Is this a resource you might want to adapt for your own use?

TeacherNet, useful lesson plans and resources collected on the DfES site - http://www.dfes.gov.uk/teachers/Useful_Lesson_Plans_Resources
You'll then need to select English - it shows "choose a scheme of work..." - 
select the option that shows something like "72 resources - other resources".


Using the Internet to publish students’ work

Writers Online - http://www.englishonline.co.uk/writers/ - a simple, free resource that requires only access to the Internet site and email for students to submit their work, receive feedback and possible see their work online. Please have a look!

Suggested reading on ICT and English

Twenty Things to do with a Word Processor - Trevor Millum and Chris Warren - Resource: £12.50 + postage. Photocopiable pages with easy-to-use ideas; some supporting files to download from their Internet site.

www.resourcekt.co.uk - info@resourcekt.co.uk - 01509 672222

Useful guides to common software

Software Made Simple series – guides for students on common Microsoft software – Word, PowerPoint, Excel, etc. Available in A4 booklets and on CD-ROM containing all the guides. Although aimed at students (including, probably, those at college or university) they are very useful for teachers. The Word guide includes a very useful quick introduction to the basic features of Windows.

· Samples on their Web page, including a free download of the complete Word guide: http://www.s-m-s.co.uk/ - email: guides@s-m-s.co.uk - 01227 361263

Payne-Gallway ICT Skills for Schools – aimed more at students in Key Stages 2 and 3, though again you may well find these helpful and the colourful, easy-to-follow layout should make these guides attractive to your students as well. It could be useful to have some copies in your ICT suite or classroom for reference. 

· Available from BEBC Schoolbooks – www.bebc.co.uk - email: pg@bebc.co.uk - 01202 712909. 
More information on the Payne-Gallway website: www.payne-gallway.co.uk 
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