Title of Unit:      Thematic Exploration of a Novel,  

                             The Tulip Touch by Anne Fine (6-10               weeks)



8





Key Words and 

Skills Addressed

Activities



Main body of text - Arial may want it to be bigger than 10pt sometimes

· Awareness of speech and punctuation

· Discussion 

· Personal response

· Prediction skills

· Writing for different purposes and within a range of forms

· Formal letter response to character and plot script

· Paired discussion

· Instructional writing

· Media link

· Using paragraphs to show changes in time

· Reading skills - inference and deduction

· Tracking plot developments

· Note making

· Summary

· Exploring character

· Relationships

· Selecting evidence from a text

· Personal writing



1.   Briefly, discuss the title and the author.  Does anyone know of any other novels written by Anne Fine?  What kind of title is The Tulip Touch?

2.   Read, as a class, up to page 35.  Students enjoy taking on character/narrator parts, and the text lends itself to this.

3.   Discuss these opening pages.  What effect does the writing have on the reader?  Which characters are introduced?  What do we want to know more about?  Are there any clues concerning later developments?

Homework:

Students write in contrasting styles, drawing on the text and exploring character and developing plot issues:

(i) A letter from Natalie's school to her parents, outlining concern over her friendship with Natalie.

(ii) A script version of the scene between mum and dad after receiving the school's letter.  

These pieces should be drafted carefully and assessed for writing levels using NC criteria.

4.      In pairs, choose two 'games' mentioned so far.  Each pair will discuss how these games should be played, and write a set of instructions.  The pairs should share ideas with whole class.

5.     Read page 36 as a class.  Introduce idea of 'pictures and the stories they tell'.  Can we trust a photograph?

Homework:

Find a picture (from a newspaper or magazine) which "tells a story".  Write three paragraphs to accompany the picture (before, during and after).

6.      Read pages 36 - 52.  In small groups, students should make a list of (a) what they know of Tulip's home life and (b) what they infer about Tulip's home life.

7.      Individually, students write a passage entitled "Tulip At Home" (following on from page 52).  Read these pieces in pairs before redrafting.

8.     Students read pages 53-71 in groups, keeping track of developments by writing one bullet point summary for each page.

9.     As a class, read pages 71-93.  Discussion: the relationship between Natalie and Tulip.  In pairs, find quotations, which suggest Natalie's changing feelings.

Homework:

Students should write about a friendship of their choice.  How it has changed?  What has caused the changes?  Compare this to the friendship presented by Anne Fine.



· Role-play

· Hot-seating

· Dramatic investigation of character and plot

· Imaginative response to text

· Evaluation of speaking and listening

· Writing for a specific audience

· Writing a report

· Planning and structuring a written response

· Script

· Narrative prose

· Tracking character developments

· ICT

· Jargon

· Writing in role exploring point of view

· Planning a literature essay

· Collecting evidence to support two sides of an argument

· Developing a personal response to issues in a novel

10.     In pairs, students role-play two situations:

          (i) A community police officer visits Natalie's home.

    (ii) A community police officer visits Tulip's home.  As a class, hot-seat the key characters:

· Police officer

· Tulip

· Natalie

· Mrs Barnes

· Mr Barnes

· Mr Pearce

· Mrs Pearce

11.   Evaluate the hot-seating activity.  What have the students learned about the characters? This activity can be assessed using speaking and listening criteria, with students completing S & L forms for their folders.

12.    Read pages 94 - 112

        Prepare for homework activity (below) by discussing evidence of Tulip's academic/social and behavioural problems.  Introduce role of Educational Psychologist.  Plan writing as class by brainstorming possible points for these three areas.

Homework:

Students write, in role as Tulip's Head of Year, a report referring her to an Educational Psychologist.

13.    Read pages 113 - 138.  Discuss Natalie's success (or not) at disentangling herself from Tulip.

14.    Write a scene (in script or narrative prose) describing Mum and Dad noticing/commenting on the changes in Natalie.  If time, students can work in groups to act out the scenes they have imagined.

15.   Read pages 138 - 152.  Using ICT, create a police pro forma headed "Home Visit Incident Report".  These are to be used by other members of the class to record officer Stallworthy's account of his visit to Mrs Barnes.

16.    From this point on, teachers should focus the class on the essay they will write:

         "Tulip was born evil".  Discuss, with reference to the novel and your own ideas.

Suggested planning:

(i) After reading pages 153-156, discuss the different points of view presented by the hotel residents, and organise them under two headings - Nurture and Nature.  Encourage students to think of the causes of Tulip's behaviour.

(ii) After reading pages 157-168, add to notes by considering the views of Mum and Dad.

(iii) After reading page 169 - end of novel, plan essay in sections.

Section 1 - Can anyone be born evil?

Section 2 - Does Anne Fine want us to think Tulip was born evil?

Section 3 - Personal opinion and other views/news stories.

Homework:

Collect quotations, focusing particularly on page 153 – the end of the book, which could be used to support both sides of the argument in the essay.

17.   In groups of three, compare the quotations found.

KS3 Units Continuation Sheet





· Using quotations in an essay

· Discursive writing



18.   Complete "Book Record" sheets to respond to the novel in full.

19.    Using a sample quotation, teacher demonstrates how to set out quotations in an essay.

20.   As a class, brainstorm phrases to be used in an essay, for introducing arguments/linking ideas etc.

Homework:

Students write first draft of essay.

21.   In class, students use thesaurus/dictionary resources to check their essay drafts, before producing a final draft to be assessed for reading and writing according to NC criteria.

Extension task:  students produce a graph to show the "rise and fall" of the Natalie/Tulip friendship, linked to plot developments.  This is an ICT opportunity.
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