Year 7 Oral Work – Special Council Meeting

1. Subject
English 

2. Topic 
Discussion activity – Council meeting  making decisions about spending public money

3. Key Stage/Year Group
KS3 –Year 7

4. National Curriculum links 
En1  - section 3, group discussion and interaction

5. Scheme of Work links 
Would link to units on persuasion, and decision making and role play

6. Duration
1 hour

7. In this lesson pupils will:
Learn some of the vocabulary of local government

take on the role of councillors faced with a decision about their budget 

read and discuss the spending options, before arriving at a consensus in the group
8. Learning objectives 
make reasoned choices

take different views into account and modify their own ideas in the light of what others say

help the group to complete its task by varying contributions appropriately, clarifying and synthesising others’ ideas, taking them forward and building on them to reach conclusions, negotiating consensus or agreeing to differ 

9. Resources required
copies of the councillors’ role cards 

(The activity is designed for groups of six, but it is possible to tailor it for 4/5 either by omitting one of the spending options, or by doubling up two councillors’ roles.

Copies of the special council meeting sheet

Pens and paper for notes

10. Learning activity 
(1) Teacher introduces the subject:

How much do pupils already know about the structure and responsibility of their local council?

Vocabulary work: check understanding of ‘councillor’, ‘elected’, ‘voters’, ‘ward’, ‘urban’ and any other related words (15 minutes)

(2) Read together the introductory notes about the special council meeting. Explain how the costs on the sheet will be relevant to the activity (5 minutes)

(3) Divide the class into groups and distribute role cards, which pupils read privately (5 minutes)

(4) Pupils assume the roles described. Individually, they work out their own best solutions, then explain these to the group. They must then negotiate a whole group solution to the spending problem. The group’s solution must be one that they can defend to the electorate  (20minutes)

(5) Each group reports back to the whole class group, explaining the reasons for their decisions. (5 minutes)

(6) Plenary: What has this activity shown about the way in which councils work? Did any groups satisfy all members? What skills did we use that were successful? Any reasons why particular groups did not work successfully? (5 minutes)

11. Learning outcomes 
Children arrive at an agreed and reasoned solution. They can reflect on their own and other people’s contributions.

12. Extension work
Prepare a speech or newspaper report about the decision

Homework: find newspaper stories about local and national spending decisions

13. Special needs 
Less able readers will need help with the initial assimilation of the information. In mixed ability groups, pupils should be reminded of the importance of encouraging a contribution from everybody.  

More able pupils could be asked to chair the group, or to take minutes of the meeting
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