A touch of parody

Daffodils

I wandered lonely as a cloud

That floats on high o’er vales and hills,

When all at once I saw a crowd,

A host, of golden daffodils;

Beside the lake, beneath the trees,

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.

Continuous as the stars that shine

And twinkle on the milky way,

They stretched in never-ending line

Along the margin of a bay:

Ten thousand saw I at a glance,

Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.

The waves beside them danced; but they

Outdid the sparkling waves in glee:

A poet could not but be gay,

In such a jocund company:

I gazed — and gazed — but little thought

What wealth the show to me had brought:

For oft, when on my couch I lie

In vacant or in pensive mood,

They flash upon that inward eye

Which is the bliss of solitude;

And then my heart with pleasure fills,

And dances with the daffodils

William Wordsworth

Lunch Duty

I wandered slowly, as a crowd

Of third years thronged the window sills,

When all at once I yelled out loud

‘Get lost you silly daffodils!’

On their hands and on their knees

They sprawled as from a foul disease.

Continuous as girls in Year Nine

Who gossip in the dinner queue,

They stretched in never ending line

Along the margin of the school.

Ten thousand saw I at one glare

Tossing their heads and combing hair.

The boys beside them danced, but they

Ignored that extroverted glee -

A teacher should not walk away

From such unruly company.

I gazed and as I gazed I thought

How much I learnt since first I taught!

For oft when on my desk I lean,

In vacant or in pensive mood,

They come like some nightmarish dream -

Which is the curse of solitude — 

And then my heart with terror fills

In panic-dread of ‘daffodils’.

Chris Warren

You can no doubt see some similarities between these two poems. The one on the right, by Chris Warren, was written recently and it obviously imitates — makes fun of — Wordsworth’s famous poem. This is called a parody. It isn’t a copy of the original; the reader is supposed to recognise the similarities and be amused by them. Wordsworth’s poem is a good starting point as it is one of the most famous in the English language.

1 In Wordsworth’s poem underline words which describe the movements of the flowers and waves. How do these words affect the way you see the scene he is describing? 

2 Point out some similarities between the two poems. Aim to find at least six.

3 What is the contrast between Wordsworth's attitude to the daffodils and Chris Warren’s attitude to the  ‘daffodils’ (that is, the Year Nines in the dinner queue)?

4 Can you attempt a parody of your own? It might be easiest to start with Wordsworth too — copy out his opening line, alter it a bit, then try to do your poem from there. Keep close to the form of the original if you can. What will your subject be — school, as in the poem by Chris Warren? 



A daffodil for decoration if you would like it!
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