Folk Tales and Fairy Stories – examining literary conventions

1. Subject


English 

2. Topic 


Folk Tales and Fairy Stories

3. Key Stage/Year Group
KS3 – Year 7

4. National Curriculum links 
En2

English literary heritage (b), (c)





Understanding the writer’s craft (h), (j)

5. Scheme of Work links 
Start of a scheme of work, which includes reading and writing folk tales and fairy stories

6. Duration
1 hour (more if you return to the sheet in a subsequent lesson)

7. In this lesson pupils will:  
listen to a traditional fairy story and work in groups to explore the conventions of traditional stories 

8. Learning objectives 
Pupils should learn to recognise the conventions of traditional stories, and the features which many of these stories share

9. Resources required
a short version of any well-known fairy tale





printed sheet  - Folk Tales and Fairy Stories





writing equipment





dictionaries

10. Learning activity 

Listen to a traditional story read by the teacher





discuss its familiar features (15)





As a class, list other well-known fairy tales (5 minutes)

Teacher explains the notion of literary conventions and introduces the sheet of questions for discussion

In small groups, pupils work through the discussion tasks on the sheet  (some might best be kept for a second lesson, or used for homework) (30 minutes)





Shared observations as a whole class (10 minutes)

11. Learning outcomes 
Children show engagement with the subject and contribute to the discussion. The notes produced by each group will demonstrate their ability to draw parallels between texts and to understand the concept of literary conventions 

12. Extension 
work

Examine the extent to which these conventions apply even to


modern texts (Harry Potter generates an enthusiastic response)





Consider how far TV and film have used the same conventions

Plan a story of your own, set in the modern world and containing the features you have identified

(Can lead on to story writing, or a drama presentation of the planned story)

13. Special needs 
Less able

provide examples of stories for those who may not have had experience of them. Ensure that the questions are properly understood before sending the pupils into groups. Encourage the more able writers in mixed ability groups to take notes for the group.


More able 

Focus on the examination of the social, moral and cultural content, and provide alternative, modern and satirical examples for them to consider

14. For further information 
See the English and Media Centre publications for developments of these ideas, including some modern retellings

:

Changing Stories and Making Stories – 

both available from NATE (telephone 0114 255 5419)
A resource from English Online - www.englishonline.co.uk - © Actis Ltd 2001. May be reproduced for use in schools.

