Folk Tales and Fairy Stories

Many traditional stories share the same features.

Start by listing the fairy stories and folk tales you know, then work in groups to discuss these features of familiar stories:

1. List as many examples as you can of the number three being significant in story-telling. Think about sets of three people; three wishes; three tasks; three words

2. Many stories include a bad person or creature who threatens the hero or heroine of the story. Give examples.

3. The main character, hero or heroine often appears innocent or vulnerable. How is this impression created by the story?

4. What is typical about the appearance of the types of character you have talked about in 1 and 2 above? Again, you should think of examples and make a list of features.

5. Because many of these stories were passed on orally (which means they were not written down) they often contain memorable phrases, chants or rhymes which appeal to the listener. Write down at least four that you know. 

6. The characters in these stories are usually simple, representative and stereotypical. Use a dictionary to find out what these words mean, then say whether or not you agree. Again, try to give examples. (clue: look at the way men and women are presented in these stories)

7. Make a list of stories in which the hero or heroine has to complete a task, go on a quest or solve a puzzle.

8. Many of the stories are set in the past, or in settings, which are very different from our own world. Write down some examples of the jobs done by people in these stories. What sort of homes do they have?
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