THE POETRY OF SEAMUS HEANEY





1. Subject			English





2. Topic 			Seamus Heaney





3. Key Stage/Year Group	KS3 Year 9





4. National Curriculum links 	Poetry by four major poets published after 1914 (En 2					Reading)





5. Scheme of Work links 	Linked to poetry scheme of work





6. Duration			One lesson – one hour





7. In this lesson pupils will:  	In this lesson pupils will learn about the style, structure and


				content of  two poems through open and closed questions.


				Write about a childhood experience of their own. 





8. Learning objectives 	Through discussion and private analysis pupils develop an


				understanding of the poems.





9. Resources required	Resources – copies of the poems – Blackberry Picking and Mid-Term Break (to be found in Death of a Naturalist, Faber, 1966, and in various anthologies)





10. Learning activity 		





Mid-Term Break





Whose funeral was it?


How do you know?


How old was the boy who died?


How do you know?


Why do you think that the poet gave the age in the last line?


How did the boy die?


How does the poet’s mother feel?


What effect does the line 


“…knelling classes to a close…” have?


Why does the poet  write 


“…snowdrops and candles soothed the bedside..”? 


How does this poem make you feel - sad, upset, angry? Give reasons for your answer.








 Blackberry Picking





Did Heaney enjoy picking blackberries?


What simile does he use to describe the first blackberry?


Why does the poet use the words “tinkling bottom”?


What happened to the berries once they had been picked?


Why did the poet always feel like crying?


What did you like about this poem?


Heaney writes about a time when he was disappointed in childhood. Write about a time when you felt the same way.





11. Learning outcomes 	Learning is demonstrated through perceptive answers.





12. Extension 	work		An extension – In what way does Heaney reveal memories


				of his childhood in the two poems?


				Write two poems which reveal an aspect of your own


				childhood.





13. Special needs 		Special needs adaptation  - Convert open-ended questions


				to closed. Simplify above essay question.


A resource from English Online - www.englishonline.co.uk - © Actis 2001. 


May be reproduced for use in schools.














