Introduction to historical novels

1. Subject


English 

2. Topic 


Introduction to historical novels

3. Key Stage/Year Group
KS3 – Y8

4. National Curriculum links 
Reading – author’s craft - techniques, structures, etc – 

and comparing texts (1 j, k)





Literature (8c)

5. Scheme of Work links 
First part of a scheme which includes:





examination of the language of different periods





reading historical fiction and non-fiction





researching an historical period





writing an extended story set in the past





producing a supporting non-fiction booklet about the period 

6. Duration
1 lesson (1 hour)

7. In this lesson pupils will:  
read, compare and analyse the openings of six historical novels 

8. Learning objectives 
Pupils should learn how authors create a sense of the historical period and introduce readers to the characters and theme of a novel in its opening section.

9. Resources required
Worksheet for students, 

Photocopies of the opening page of each of the novels mentioned

10. Learning activity 

group work





reading and discussion

11. Learning outcomes 
pupils will match titles to extracts, and this can be marked as a class in the plenary

12. Extension 
work

Compile a list of historical novels that the class has enjoyed

13. Special needs 
Less able pupils will need help reading the texts.  The exercise could be done as a whole class activity


More able pupils can group the evidence they found under headings such as language, references to historical events, reference to period costume/artefacts, then start to examine the aspects of language which have contributed to the sense of period. 

14. For further information
Other novels could be substituted for those on the sheet to match resources available in the school.
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