Tabloid and broadsheet newspapers

What’s the difference?

You will have a copy of the front page of two newspapers for the same day. It does not matter which paper you start with: just make sure that you put the headings given. When you have written about both papers, answer the questions at the end (‘Reporting back’) which compare the two.

Tabloid

Describe the appearance of the front page: what catches your eye first? Why?

Describe in detail what is in the top part of the page: 

· How much space is taken by the masthead and the information about the stories inside? Estimate (eg half a page, a third, a quarter?) or, better, measure and calculate a percentage.

· Describe how the title of the paper is printed (the style of printing, or typeface, and its size).

· How much does this paper cost?

· What other information is there at the top of the page, apart from details of stories inside?

· What are the contents about (that is, the items advertised at the top of the page)? Say what you think each item is about. (For example, are they about politics, sport or famous people in entertainment?).

· How many news stories are there on this page? (Don’t count the ones advertised at the top of the page.)

· Are there any advertisements? 

What is the main headline?

How is the headline printed (what kind of TYPE - the printing style)? 

What is the main story about? Sum it up in one sentence. What kind of a story is it? (Is it about politics, sport or famous people in entertainment?)

How many words are there in the story on this page (not counting the headline)? Is there more about this story inside?

How easy to understand is this story (easy, quite easy, difficult in places, very difficult to understand)? Explain why you say this. 

Is there a picture to go with this story? Describe it.

Did this story interest you? Explain your answer (eg, did you know about the person in this story?).

What other news story is there on the front page? 

Write out the headline. Do you notice anything about the way the headline is written? What is the story about (one sentence)? How many words in this story? 

· Is there any more about this story inside? 

· Is there a picture? If so, describe it.

· What does the caption (the words under the picture) add to the picture?

Did this story interest you? Explain your answer (eg, did you know about the person in this story?).

Thinking about the front page

What kinds of stories are there in this paper, both on the front page and inside? 

What does this tell about the interests of people who would want to read this paper?

Would you be interested in reading this paper? Explain your answer (eg, you might want to read a few of the stories but not all of them).

Broadsheet

Describe the appearance of the front page: what catches your eye first? Why?

Describe in detail what is in the top part of the page: 

· How much space is taken by the masthead and the information about the stories inside? Estimate (eg half a page, a third, a quarter?) or, better, measure and calculate a percentage.

· Describe how the title of the paper is printed (the style of printing, or typeface, and its size).

· How much does this paper cost?

· What other information is there at the top of the page, apart from details of stories inside?

· What are the contents about (that is, the items advertised at the top of the page)? Say what you think each item is about. 

· What are the stories inside (that is, the ones advertised at the top of the page) about? Say what each story is about and also what kind of a story you think it is (eg, is it about politics, sport or famous people in entertainment?). What can you learn from the bottom of the page?

How many news stories are there on this page? (Don’t count the ones advertised at the top of the page.) Are there any advertisements? 

What is the main headline?

How is the headline printed (what kind of TYPE)? What is the main story about? Sum it up in one sentence. What kind of a story is it? (For example, is it about politics, sport or famous people in entertainment?)

How many words are there in the story on this page (not counting the headline)? As this may be a long story, estimate the number by counting the number of words in a line and multiply this by the number of lines in the story on the whole page. Is there more inside?

How easy to understand is this story (easy, quite easy, difficult in places, very difficult to understand)? Explain why you say this. 

Is there a picture to go with this story? If so, describe it.

Did this story interest you? Explain your answer (eg, did you know about any of the people in this story?).

What other news stories are there on the front page? 

Write out the headlines. What is each story about (one sentence about each)? How many words in each story? (Estimate again.)

· Is there any more about these stories inside? 

· Are there any pictures? If so, describe it/them. Are there similarities or differences to the use of pictures by the tabloid paper?

Did these stories interest you? Explain your answer (eg, did you know about any of the people in these stories?).

Thinking about the front page

What kinds of stories are there in this paper, both on the front page and inside? What does this tell about the interests of people who would want to read this paper?

Would you be interested in reading this paper? Explain your answer (eg, you might want to read a few of the stories but not all of them).

Looking at Newspapers

Reporting back

From your work with at least two newspapers, explain the major differences between the kinds of newspapers you have examined. Make clear which papers you have studied.

You may find it helpful to organise your answer around these questions:

1. What are the main differences in appearance? Think about size of page, number of pages, and the amount of space given to pictures. You will probably find it simplest to concentrate on the front page of each paper.

2. Is there a difference in cost?

3. How much space is devoted in each kind of newspaper to the different kind of news (politics, sport, TV, entertainment and films, finance and features such as motoring, cookery, horoscopes, etc)?

4. How does each paper attempt to gain the attention of its readers? Think (and write) about the headlines, pictures, etc. (Example: What is the effect of this kind of headline: “TV star stole my sister’s rabbit”?)

5. Can you tell what kind of readers each paper is aimed at? Give reasons for your answer – look, for example, at the kinds of stories which each paper prints, the kinds of pictures, the advertisements, etc, as well as at the kind of language each paper uses.

6. Can you detect any bias in either of the papers? You will need to explain which story or stories you have read which you think show bias, and how it is biased. Pick out a few words from the story to show this. 

7. Assuming you could afford it, which paper would you be more likely to buy on a regular basis? Which do you think offers better value for money? Give your reasons.

They’ve got it covered!

How two papers report the same story

Choose a story of major importance which has been covered in both a tabloid and a broadsheet newspaper on the same day. 

Fill in the chart on the summary sheet.

In the column for comments you might put, for example: 

The story is spread across the whole of the top of the front page . . . There is a very large headline . . . The story takes up the whole of the front page . . .

Think about the following questions and make notes about your answers:

1. What differences can you see in the ways that different papers handle the story?

2. Do any of the newspapers have information that the others do not have? If so, what kind of information is it and from where might the paper have got it?

3. Which headlines are statements of fact?

4. Which headlines use the most dramatic words? (Write down some examples.)

5. Can you explain why different papers have tackled this story in different ways?

6. Choose one newspaper’s story. Can you find any of these elements in it:

· an eyewitness account?

· an expert opinion?

· a brief summary of events?

· a political comment?

· historical background?

· reaction from public figures?

· an official statement?

They’ve got it covered! Broadsheet and tabloid summary sheet
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