English – Onomatopoeia Lesson Plan

Key Stage/Year
Key Stage 3:Year 8

Topic
Using onomatopoeia to create a sense of place and mood

Learning objectives


· To explore the use of sound in conveying a sense of place/mood

· To know and understand the term ‘onomatopoeia’

· To practise using onomatopoeia in pupils’ own writing

National Curriculum


En2 Understanding the author’s craft

G. how language is used in imaginative, original and diverse ways

En3 Writing to  imagine, explore, entertain

B. use imaginative vocabulary and varied linguistic and literary techniques

C. exploit choice of language to achieve particular effects and appeal to the reader

Resources


· Cassette recorder and sound effects tapes (available from public libraries or drama teacher may have one; BBC sell a CD of effects)

· Passage containing examples of onomatopoeia (Cataract of Lodore provided [Lodore.doc] – could use extract only from poem, or other, shorter, passage)

· Writing frame sheet (onomat_frame.doc)

· Sheet of onomatopoeic words available for less able pupils (onomat_words.doc)

SEN Issues


Some pupils in a mixed ability class could find the creative work difficult – a sheet of suggested onomatopoeic words is available if needed. Differentiation will also be by outcome.

Pupil Activities


1. Listen to sound effects on tape and identify place/atmosphere/mood

2. Suggest onomatopoeic words to describe what they hear

Read passage together as a class, identifying onomatopoeic words

3. Practise using onomatopoeia in writing: 

· one example as a class

· ideas in pairs

· individually, write an onomatopoeic sequence describing familiar places from their morning’s routine

5.   Extension activity: choose onomatopoeic words for           atmosphere, e.g. fear or excitement in an appropriate setting

Some ideas for related work


· explore ways in which readers construct meaning, e.g. word association, contextual clues.

· other linguistic features used in descriptive writing, e.g. alliteration, powerful verbs

· varying sentence length and structure for effect

· writing radio scripts with sound effects
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