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Subject 	English





Topic	Winter Poems – Ted Hughes





Key Stage/Year Group 	Key Stage 3- Year 8





Scheme of work units	Can form part of a Unit on Winter Poems and/or Ted Hughes.





	Lesson 1


 


Resources	"The Warrior of Winter" and "The Warm and the Cold" by Ted Hughes (to be found in Season Songs - Faber 1976).��The Warrior of Winter��(1) Who is the warrior?�(2) Who is the star?�(3) Who is bound to win in the end and why?�(4) Why are the woods leafless?�(5) What is "quag"?�(6) What is being described in stanza two?�(7) What "gurgles in the ditches"?�(8) What does "clouds mopped his great wounds" mean?�(9) What are the "shattered weapons"?�(10) What is the warrior reduced to in stanza four?�(11) What two similes are there in stanza five?�(12) Why does the dying warrior finally rejoice?��Revision/Definitions�What is personification?�Talking about something as if it was a person.�Talking about frost as a person, or talking about ice as a person.��What is a simile?�Saying that something is LIKE something else.�"With bones like frozen plumbing" or "Like the trap-frozen fox".��NOTES��Personification�Personification means talking about a thing - an object or idea - as if it is a person.�"The Warrior of Winter" talks about ice as if it was a person.��Simile�Simile is a way of describing something by saying it is LIKE something else.�Simile says: X is like Y.�Or: X is as.....as Y.��"With bones like frozen plumbing" (X is his bones; Y is frozen plumbing).�"His teeth locked in his head/Like the trap-frozen fox" (X is his teeth; Y is a trapped fox).��Read and discuss: "The Warm and the Cold".��Similes: find and explain each simile in the poem.�Stanza 1�Freezing dusk/A slow trap of steel�Carp in its depth/Planet in its heaven�Badger in its bedding/Loaf in the oven�Butterfly in its mummy/Viol in its case�Owl in its feathers/Doll in its lace��Explain why each simile works (and repeat for stanzas two and three).��Extension:�Personification ("The flimsy moon has lost her wits")�Structural devices ("A star falls" - why is it split off?)��Can form part of a Unit on Winter Poems and/or Ted Hughes. 


	


Lesson 2


�"Christmas Card" by Ted Hughes (Season Songs).��Title: what does it bring into our minds?�What do you expect on a Christmas Card?�Collate ideas on the board/OHP and discuss clichéd images.��Read the poem and discuss.��Stanza One�What ways do people try to cope with the cold?�(Anti-freeze/scarves/boots)�What is the effect of "the shivering stars wade deeper"?�What is the effect of "the holly the holly/hots its reds"?��Stanza Two�What ways do people try to cope with the cold?�(Electric blanket/Snow-plough/Carols)�Why does the river "no longer feel its stones"?��Stanza Three�Which warm places do people gather?�(The pub/the kitchen/the hearth)�What is the effect of "the sun lobs one wet snowball feebly"?��Stanza Four�Why do "old lips go purple and brows paler"?�What is the "smoke in the moonlight"?��What do you think the poem is about?�(Humanity's efforts to cope with winter, and their futility).��Writing��Take class outside if possible, using sheets of paper with five columns.�(See...Hear...Taste...Touch...Smell)�Without speaking to anybody else, move around and take in information through your five senses. Jot down your impressions on paper.�Stress the value of closing your eyes for a few minutes to give the other senses time to work.�Don't worry if you don't have much under "taste" or "smell"!�Return to classroom after ten or fifteen minutes.��Write a Winter Poem. It could be:�(a) a "senses" poem (what winter looks, sounds, tastes, feels or smells like).�(b) a similes poem (Winter is LIKE...).�(c) a personification poem (imagining winter to be a person).�(d) a poem about the "war" of winter and the Sun.�(e) a poem about how people try to cope with the effects of winter.��Poems can be illustrated or written up for display.��Can form part of a Unit on Winter Poems and/or Ted Hughes. 
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