Looking at Newspapers

Two lessons

1. Subject
English 

2. Topic 
Newspapers

3. Key Stage/Year Group
Year 8 or Year 9

4. National Curriculum links 
Reading: printed and ICT-based information texts (4 a, b, c, and d) 


Media texts (5 b, c, d)


ICT links: students could evaluate on-line versions of newspapers as well as or instead of using printed copies

5. Scheme of Work links 
Reading, Year 8- Research and study skills: undertake independent research - 4


Reading, Year 9: Research and study skills: evaluation presentation, reliability, etc - 4 – and identify bias

6. Duration
2 one-hour lessons; possible homework

7. In this lesson pupils will:  
Compare a broadsheet and tabloid newspapers for presentation, content and bias

8. Learning objectives 
To identify aspects of newspaper presentation and consider how meaning can be changed and bias detected

9. Resources required
Copies of front pages of a broadsheet and a tabloid newspaper for same day for each group; students could be asked to bring in own copies for a recent day.
Worksheets provided (see file: Newspapers.doc)

10. Learning activity 
First lesson:


Teacher introduces by comparing two recent news articles (could be copied for class). 


Students work in groups to answer questions and report back to class; alternatively they can present their answers individually in writing.


Students begin work on own papers


Second lesson: 


Write report, prepare it and deliver to class - see “Looking at Newspapers – reporting back” and “They’ve got it covered” (simplified version).

11. Learning outcomes 
Presentation to class and/or written report

12. Extension work
Presented as formal written report - eg, a government department or a PR agency reports on the treatment of a news story by two papers.


ICT: using online newspapers, carry out similar comparison; could extend to compare printed and online versions of the same paper and discuss what that says about the different media.

13. Special needs 
Simpler version of worksheet provided for less able students – “They’ve got it covered”

14. For further information 
See also the units on: 
newspaper headlines and 
newspaper stories.


See Media section of English Online for links to newspaper sites and for other ideas.
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