Getting the news: the Diggleworth travellers - a role play  

Teacher’s guide

The situation

A group of travellers have arrived in Diggleworth and have taken up residence in a field just outside of the village. They have no plans to leave.

The task

Write up the newspaper reports that this situation would stimulate.

Role Play

The class will work in groups of 5 people. Details for students are provided on the worksheet.

Group A

This group takes on the following roles:


the farmer who owns the field


a local shopkeeper


a Diggleworth resident who has children at the local school


one of the travellers — an adult


one of the travellers, a child of school age

This group is to work out what each will say when interviewed. They should work together on a rough brief for each character and then split up to prepare an outline of their own character’s viewpoint. They should try to work out the sort of questions they might be asked and have answers ready.

(An alternative is to have two pupils working on each character.)

The remaining groups

These will take on the role of the newspaper teams trying to get information for their papers. If possible they will try to come up with something the other groups have not thought of. The reporters will interview the people doing the role-play and the group will produce the article and decide on pictures.

Optional additional characters

A Senior Police Officer: this character could hold a press conference in an attempt to calm the situation.

A Diggleworth child of school age

A local teenager or two

Photo opportunity

Use a digital camera.

Ask class to bring costumes suited to their characters. Each group of journalists are then given time to set up the photographs they want to use. There are bound to be various locations around school, which are suitable. If you take photos indoors make sure you angle them to avoid giveaways like notice boards and piles of books — they are much more noticeable on the photo than in the camera viewer!

The digital camera is easy to use. Photographs can then be dropped into documents and printed out in the normal way. 

Getting the news – the Diggleworth travellers

Student Worksheet

The situation

A group of travellers have arrived in Diggleworth and have taken up residence in a field just outside the village. They have no plans to leave.

The task

Write up the newspaper reports that this situation would stimulate.

Group A

Each of you takes the role of one of the following characters:


the farmer who owns the field


a local shopkeeper


a Diggleworth resident who has children at the local school


one of the travellers — an adult


one of the travellers – a child of school age

This group is to work out what each of you will say when interviewed. Work together on a rough brief for each character and then split up to prepare an outline of your own character’s viewpoint.

Try to work out the sort of questions you might be asked and prepare answers.

The remaining groups

You are one of a number of newspaper teams trying to get information for your newspaper. Try to come up with something the other groups might not think of. When you have had time to prepare your questions your reporters will interview the people doing the role-play and the group will produce the article and decide on pictures.

Optional additional characters

Your character is:

A Senior Police Officer: you will hold a press conference in an attempt to calm the situation.

A Diggleworth child of school age

A local teenager
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