Getting the news: A role-play (two lessons)

1. Subject
English

2. Topic 
Media: role-play (speaking and listening)

3. Key Stage/Year Group
Year 8 or Year 9

4. National Curriculum links       Speaking:   structure talk clearly, use spoken English fluently (1a, f). 

Listening: listen, understand and respond critically to others (2b, d, e and f).

       Participating: effectively as a member of a group (3a, c, d).

       Writing to inform (1g, h) and to analyse (1n).

       ICT opportunities: writing and presentation in newspaper format.

5. Scheme of Work links 
Writing to inform, explain or describe (8).

6. Duration
Two one hour lessons and homework (preparation and costume).

7. In this lesson pupils will 
take on roles and write newspaper reports

8. Learning objectives 
Pupils should learn how to interview people, synthesise information and present it as a newspaper report

9. Resources required
Teachers’ notes and students’ worksheet provided

10. Learning activity 
Role-play: a group of travellers have set up camp outside a village. Groups prepare a role or questions to interview travellers, and villagers and write as newspaper articles. See teacher’s notes for full outline.

Opportunity to use DTP programs and photographs taken with digital camera.

11. Learning outcomes 
Role-play and newspaper article

12. Extension work
Make video record of role-play.

Find newspaper articles on this or similar topic and examine how they are presented by newspapers, looking, for example, at bias in reports.

13. Special needs 
Suitable for full range of ability. Teacher advised to ensure mix of abilities in each group.

14. For further information 
See the newspaper units and news links in the Media section of English Online
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