Looking at newspaper headlines and stories

A few journalistic tips before you start on a newspaper article

The story

Before you begin writing your story, remember that your readers will want to know the answers to the ‘five Ws’:

Who?

What?

Where?

When?

Why?

You will also need to tell them how the events happened.
Journalists use what is sometimes called ‘the inverted pyramid’. Imagine what an upside-down pyramid would look like: a lot of stone at the top, tapering to a point. When you write your story, start with the main items and work towards the less important.

· The first paragraph should include the 5 Ws (plus ‘how’)

· The second paragraph contains the details

· The third (and any more) paragraphs contain the background information.

This is easy to read and makes it easy to edit – the later paragraphs can more easily be cut out by an editor with little room on the page, but the essentials of the story will still be in first two paragraphs. 

So: put the real news in the first paragraph. Make sure your readers know at once why this story is in the paper instead of beginning with what the family had for breakfast that morning.

Now you are ready to write an eye-catching headline to grab your readers’ attention.

Headline writing
Readers look at headlines even before they look at the pictures. Here are some tips to help you write headlines that will make people want to read on:

· Emphasise the main point of the story 

· Use short sentences which contain a noun and a verb

· Use as few words as possible 
· Use the present tense (‘escape’ not ‘escaped’)

· Use the active voice (‘Dog saves drowning boy’ not ‘Drowning boy saved by dog’)

· Numbers can often be powerful (eg ‘Hadfield family of 6 escape storm terror’) 

· Use a particular style

Now write a simple headline

Try this with the classic ‘Man bites dog’ story:

· Look at every single word and ask what else you could say.

· If you can, put in some words to modify the simple sentence, based on the ‘5 Ws’ (Who, what, where, when & why’ – and ‘how’ too!). Try out as many alternatives for each word in turn as you can think of until you have a really eye-catching headline.

Headline styles

There are several different styles of newspaper headline:

Informative

Train crash may have killed 13

Headlines balanced around a preposition

Top award for schoolboy hero

City police chief in high speed crash 

Alliteration

ROAD RAGE AT RUNCORN RALLY

Exclamations

KICKED OUT!

Puns

Gas company turns up the heat on bad customers

Hospital comic has doctors in stitches 

Sensational

Eastenders star drinks as wife gives birth in street

Colloquial

GARAGE CONS DRIVERS WITH DODGY MOTORS

Write as many different styles of headline as you can for this story:

Five potholers trapped for 12 hours in a flooded cave were criticised by their rescuers yesterday. 

Chief Inspector Andrew Brown said: ‘There is no way they should have gone down in the first place.’

He added: ‘The cave is prone to rapid flooding and when it rained that should have been sufficient warning.’

The five, all experienced potholers from Sheffield, huddled on two narrow stone ledges when a flash flood sent thousands of gallons of water pouring into Deluge Pot on the Yorkshire Dales. Separating the two ledges was a raging 35ft waterfall.

Rescuers had to divert a flooded stream inside the 220 feet deep cave before moving in to lead the potholers to safety.

Three men were brought out first. It was another two hours before Alice Hampson, 22, and David Cooper, 37, could be led to the surface.
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