A starter glossary for English and ICT 

This list provides a brief explanation of some of the technologies referred to in one or more of the needs identification booklets.  The list is only a starter: you will need to define some of the terms and add other items – and possibly delete some here which seem irrelevant to you.  Cross-referenced terms are in italics.

Adventure Game
A form of fictional simulation.  These are often set in fantasy worlds and involve decision-making and exploration.

CD-ROM
Concordance software
Software which indexes terms from a publication such as the Bible and allows quick searching and reference.

Data handling, databases, datafiles

Data handling is working with, and drawing conclusions from, collections of related information (datafiles) stored in a database.  Databases and datafiles are electronic means of storing information so that it can be searched or manipulated.  For example, a census return may be stored as a datafile so that it is possible to search for particular types of employment and produce graphs of the results.

Control technology

Computer programs or equipment used to control mechanical and electronic devices.  Sometimes linked with sensing equipment to enable a computer to react to changes e.g. using a temperature sensor attached to an automatic window opener in a greenhouse.

Data logging

Using sensing technology to record and store variable data over a period of time, e.g. temperature changes during the night.

Digital camera
Digital sound or images
Computers store information in a digital form which allows accurate repeated reproduction, unlike audio tape or photocopies which become distorted after being copied several times.  Sounds and images stored in this way can be easily edited and manipulated.  These files can sometimes be “compressed”, using specialist software, to reduce the amount of storage space they require.

Email (electronic mail)

Equation editor

Software which contains symbols and templates to build a variety of equations within, say, a word processor.

Generic software

The most common forms of computer software such as word processors and spreadsheets.

Geographic Information System (GIS)

A computer-based mapping system.  Maps, including Ordnance Survey, linked to associated databases, e.g. census surveys.

Graphical calculator
A calculator that can be programmed to draw graphs of mathematical functions.

Graphics tablet

A device connected to a computer that enables the user to create pictures on screen by hand using a stylus.

Graphics (Vector & Bitmap)

Computers store images in a variety of ways. These generally fall into one of two categories.  They are bitmap or vector graphics. Vector images can be enlarged without any loss of detail.

Graphing software

A computer program that allows the entry of information, such as a traffic count or the results of a hedgerow survey, and will produce graphs of different types and scales (e.g. pie, bar, scattergram) as selected by the user.

High capacity storage media

Very large files (documents, sounds or pictures) may use more space than is available on a single disk.  High capacity disks, which can hold much more information, are available but they require special disk drives to be used.

Hypertext/hot links/hyperlink

Icon
Integrated Learning System (ILS)

Software package which combines curriculum content in tutorial format with a management system to monitor and record the progress of the learner.

Internet

Intranet

Similar to the Internet, but restricted within an organisation, e.g. a school or local authority.  Most Intranets contain gateways to the wider Internet.
Joystick

A device connected to a computer to control actions on a screen, e.g. in computer games.  Can have a similar function to a mouse.
Keywords

A list of words which are used to describe a document or other information so that it is easy to find with a search engine.  For example, a report of the Trooping of the Colour may have the keywords “royal, tradition, England, military” and many others, associated with it.
Large display screen 

A large (usually 28" or above) monitor or TV which allows many people to view a computer screen simultaneously.  Alternatively, an ordinary projection screen can be used in conjunction with a video projector or computer display panel.
Logical operator

When searching for information on a CD-ROM or the Internet it is possible to use keywords and to link those with logical operators such as “and” and “or”.  They allow the search to be narrowed or widened.  For example, “horse and plough” would only find information which contained both the words, whilst “horse or plough” would find any reference which contained either one or other word, including information on modern farm equipment and show-jumping.

Logo

A computer programming language that can be used, for example, to create and manipulate shapes and patterns on screen or to control a screen or floor turtle.
Multi-media

Multi-media software (authoring tools)

A computer programme which allows the user to create documents which contain text, pictures, sounds and video.  Some word processors and presentation software can be used for this purpose.

National Grid for Learning (NGfL)

A developing collection of resources brought together on the Internet to help raise standards in education and to support lifelong learning.

Network

Computers that are connected together and can communicate with each other or share resources such as computer programs or printers.
Newsgroups

A global Internet bulletin board - a collection of messages and articles organised into topics.
Notation (software/sequencer)

Some computer programs, written for music teaching, allow the production and editing of music scores, in much the same way that word processors are used to produce texts.  In some cases the notation can be directly played on an instrument through a midi interface, in other cases the playing of the instrument through a midi interface will produce the musical notation.

On-line (discussion or conference)

A facility to allow a number of people to exchange ideas and comments on a subject, generally in a written form and using either a local network, Intranet or the Internet.
Overhead projector tablet or panel

A computer display panel that sits on an overhead projector, allowing the image from the computer to be projected onto a large screen.
Overlay keyboard

A rectangular, touch-sensitive device connected to the computer.  It is divided into a grid, onto which a sheet of paper containing pictures and words can be placed.  Pressing areas of the sheet causes pre-programmed text or pictures to appear on the screen or sounds to be played.

Palm top computer or Personal organiser

Like a very small laptop, small enough to fit into a pocket.  Some are referred to as personal organisers.

Portable/laptop computer

A computer which is as powerful as a desktop but has a smaller, slimmer liquid crystal display screen.  Most are around A4 size.

Presentation software

The use of computer software to create slides similar to those used on an overhead projector, except that the display can include text, sound, still and moving images.  Slides are prepared in advance, can be edited and are stored in the correct sequence.

Programmable Toy

Often in the form of a floor turtle or robot.  Any toy which can be programmed with a set of instructions.
Projector/video

A powerful projection unit, similar to a slide projector, which connects to a computer, video recorder or video camera.  Useful for teaching a whole class or large group.
Search engine/facility

Most CD-ROMs and the Internet have search engines.  These are facilities which allow the user to search for information without having to look through a whole index or catalogue and are generally based on keywords and logical operators.
Server

A powerful computer which is central to many networks.  The server will control access to the network, and will store most files centrally.  Internet web pages are held on the service provider’s web server.

Simulations

Computer programs which simulate real or imaginary scenarios.  Often used to simulate events that would normally be impossible, difficult or dangerous.
Speech input/output

Many computer programs, especially word processors, can read text audibly and can convert spoken words into text.
Spell/grammar-checker

Most word processors contain the automatic facility to check texts for unknown words.  These are spell-checkers.  Some word processors also contain the automatic facility to check the grammar of the text against pre-programmed criteria.  Both facilities are generally able to offer alternative suggestions where they detect a possible mistake.
Spreadsheet

An application in which textual and numerical data can be entered, stored and displayed.  It can perform sophisticated calculations and be used to draw graphs of the data.  Spreadsheets are especially useful for exploring models in which the rules are governed by mathematical relationships, e.g. the budget for a design and technology project.

Terminal (computer)

A computer attached to a network, often known as a network station.  Data is usually stored centrally on the server.
Text art

Processing a small amount of text in a graphical way to produce special effects, as in logos etc.
Text conferencing

Enables people in a conference group or chat room to exchange text messages, usually via the Internet, which will display simultaneously for each member of the group.
Text manipulation software

Specialist computer programs, often used to teach languages, which allow words or letters to be hidden, revealed or replaced.

Touch screen

A touch sensitive computer display screen.  The user selects, moves and draws by pointing to, and touching, the relevant part of the screen.

Trackball

Alternative to a mouse.  It has the advantage of remaining in one place and requires less table space.

Turtle (Turtle graphics)

Generally associated with Logo.  The turtle generally takes the form of a mechanical floor turtle or a symbol on a computer screen which can be programmed to produce images or mathematical patterns.
Video capture

Equipment which allows a video camera to be connected to a computer.  Video sequences or still images can then be stored on disk and edited.

Virtual Teacher Centre

Part of the National Grid for Learning, this is a source of resource materials for the classroom, the library, school management, career development, etc.  

Voice conferencing

Several people can communicate audibly at a distance, either via the Internet, by means of a microphone attached to each computer, or via ordinary telephone lines.
Web authoring software

A computer programme designed to produce web pages for a web site.

Whiteboard/interactive, electronic 

Like a conventional whiteboard, except that the images from the computer are projected onto the board and can be controlled and adjusted on screen using a stylus.  Can be used in whole class teaching.

Wristwatch monitor

This consists of a strap fitting around your chest that contains a radio that transmits your heartbeat to a wristwatch monitor.  Heart monitors can be programmed to beep if your pulse rate moves outside your target zone.
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