Approaches to AQA A Level English Literature Specification A

Unit 5: Literary Connections

Outline of talk by Tom Rank at A Level Revision Day, March 2003

Successful work in either the examination or coursework option of this unit has a number of characteristics which demonstrate that the candidates have paid careful attention to the texts and to the assessment objectives. 

Assessment Objectives Unit 5

AO2ii
Understand and compare
43%

AO1
Clear communication

17%

AO3
Form, structure & language
20%

AO4
Independent opinions

20%

Unit 5: Successful answers

· compare throughout (AO2ii);

· concentrate closely on their chosen texts (AO2ii);

· make effective use of brief extracts, exploring language (AO3);

· include comparison of form, structure and language (AO3);

· are aware of genre (AO3);

· are aware of the role of the author (AO2ii and AO3);

· write succinctly, coherently and cogently (AO1 and AO4).

You will realise that doing these things means that the answers have addressed each one of the assessment objectives.

Script extract

The chapter 'Joshua' in Oranges are not the Only Fruit and the two letters in The Colour Purple where Sofia returns and later gets brutally punished for her confrontations both explore fundamental issues that characterise a lot of the essence of both novels as a whole. At the heart of both of these two sections is the idea of fighting for the truth and facing the consequences. Although Oranges is written in a retrospective light and The Colour Purple in epistolary and consecutively in chronological order, there are still similarities within the two styles, they use similar techniques in getting across certain issues, the novels use the people around Jeanette and Celie to convey apression and hope.

This answer went on to gain a secure A grade. The plan was evident on the first page; some infelictious phrases here but there was a clear awareness of important aspects from the start.

How to answer Unit 5

· Write cogently - make each sentence develop your response

· Keep referring to the question

· Use frequent brief quotations and references to the texts

· Use the extracts to explore how the authors use language form and structure

Unit 5: do not …

· Treat the texts as history, characters as real people 

· Use long extracts

· Use the text to tell the story

· Concentrate on content at the expense of literary features

· Spend most of your time on one text

Success in the examination option

These points all apply in the examination room, with the sharpened focus of unprepared questions and a strict time limit. Thorough knowledge of your texts and practice in planning and writing under time constraints are both essential. In the examination:

· plan carefully –  keep the keywords of the question at the heart of your answer;

· look carefully at the authors’ language: compare styles before moving on to themes (for example, aspects such as narrative voice need to be addressed);

· use carefully selected and integrated quotation in support of your comments;

· show that you have seen beneath the surface of the texts;

· if you are comparing extracts, place them within the overall contexts of the works;

· show that you are familiar with the whole texts;

· write sensible, coherent English.

Examiners' pet hates

· Not putting the question number

· Bad handwriting

· Careless expression, slang

· ‘Negative/positive’ and other simplifications

· Treating literature as soap opera

It's as easy as A B C

Answer the question

Base it on the text

Clear, coherent and cogent

We wish you every success in your coursework and examination papers!
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